I strolled about the Red Square and looked at Lenin, who
they say is a wax model, if not he keeps remarkably well, and
marvelled at the Kremlin from without and afterwards from
within, when I was shown its amazingly fine collections. I felt
I would have loved Russia, but I could see that you would
never be allowed to love Russia. I knew the signs of a police
State, from Germany, and saw that here too a foreigner,
though entirely surrounded by Russians, might stay for years
and never enter the life of the people. They would be too scared
to know him. He would remain perpetually alone, his circle
confined to other foreigners, his life limited to Legation teas,
an unfelt flea on the hide of the colossus Russia.

But nevertheless I loved it as I drove past the Kremlin on a
fine March evening, with the towers black against a darkling
sky of cold and brilliant blue, and I said how the place im-
pressed me to Victor Gordon-Lennox and Ewer, who were with
me, and Norman Ewer, mistaking my meaning, said 'Yes, they
have done something5, and Gordon-Lennox, with an urbane
glance at the golden cupolas of the Kremlin, said imper-
turbably, 'Well, they didn't do that'.

He is a most urbane man, and his comments on men and
affairs, always to the point, always amusing, never laboured,
never malicious, brightened these and other hours. He was
treated by the Soviet dignitaries with the especial esteem due to
a member of a ducal house.

We were a goodly company on this journey, A. J. Cummings,
a good friend of democracy, freedom and the rights of man,
had on a previous visit to Moscow felt that there was much to
be said for the Soviet case in the trial of the British engineers,
and had plied a powerful pen in that belief, so that he was
received with ostentatious respect. After that incident he
became something of an expert about trials, and during a visit
of a few days to the Reichstag Fire Trial confided to me his
conviction that van der Lubbe had fired that massive stone
structure alone.

In my hotel I had a bed of heroic dimensions and the biggest
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